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OUR MISSION: To facilitate the exchange of local goods and services amongst the Wairarapa Community, 
using a complementary mutual credit currency. Our aim is to strengthen local community and social climate.

Zero Hero

(06) 377 0717 – messages checked 
daily, Mon–Fri. 

email us at letstrade@wise.net.nz

Text us on 0272326011
 
Skype message or chat to 
letstradewais.
 
‘Like’ our WAIS Trading page to
see the latest events & updates.

Drop in or write to us at 41 Perry 
St, Masterton.

Contact Us

Next Market Day

Helen Dew                Cont. page 4 

      Continued on Page 4

 St Patrick’s Day Twilight Market

Your Green Dollar committee has been considering holding a mid-week 
market for some time, partly so that members busy across the weekend 

would have the opportunity to trade/shop during the week and partly to try 
to attract members of the public on the way home to drop in, do some shop-
ping and find out about Green Dollars in the process. So the decision was 
made to “go green” and link in with the green of St Patrick’s Day at the site of 
Masterton’s YMCA right next to St Patrick’s church. It was also decided that it 
was an excellent chance to promote the Exchange’s WAIS Vouchers by requir-
ing all traders and shoppers to operate by employing the Vouchers or Green 
Dollars so that people became more familiar with the physical currency in 
circulation. That meant that any visitor to the market needed to “buy” Vouch-
ers before they began shopping thereby generating an extra source of income 
for the Exchange.
With this in mind a team of members set about constructing a portable “ATM”, 
an Alternative Trading Money, which allowed visitors to buy their Vouchers 

Green Dollars members pose with the newly minted $NZ$ to Green$ “ATM”

      Continued on Page 2

Green Dollars Gets International Recognition

Wairarapa Green Dollars  is part 
of the international ‘Com-

munity Exchange Systems’ (CES) 
network, which gives us remote 

links to other LETS organisations all 
over the world.   However, Member 
Support Officer Catie-Lou Manson 
will soon be making some of those 
links in person. She will be one of 
several guest speakers on the theme 
of “Local Abundance” at the  interna-
tional LETS Conference taking place 
at Quinola Lakes, Queensland, from 
May 15th to 17th 2015.  
She will be speaking on 3 topics in the 
45 minute presentation, Wairarapa 
Green Dollars growth & strategies, 
TimeBanks success in NZ, and the 

Quinola Lakes,  Site of the 20145 LETS Conference
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St Patrick’s Day Twilight Market  
(cont. from P1)

as though they were dealing with a 
teller in a bank. To make this more 
attractive to would-be shoppers an 
increasing discount was offered so 
that anyone buying for example 
30WAIS Vouchers would in fact get 
33Vouchers for their NZ$30 and so 
on. And to top it all off every member 
of the public who came in and every 
G$ member present was invited to 
fill out a Lucky Draw form entering 
them in to a draw with the chance to 
win $50 worth of products from G$ 

business member Colourplus.

So come mid afternoon on 17 
March some 18 G$ members were 

setting up stalls inside the YMCA 
more than grateful that the venue 
provided ample space inside for 
everyone. Outside the wind blew 
chill and from time to time squally 
showers blew through Queen Street 
but inside Stefan, Dr Rob and friends 
were setting up on stage to help add 
an extra musical warmth to the occa-
sion. Bacon butties, sausage in bread, 

Greg Jolliffe of ColourPlus and Keith Sawyer drawing the winning prize which went to Wairarapa portrait 
and mural artist Betty Hanlon after she won the recently held Green$ “Pot of Gold” Market competition

curry puffs, apple turnovers and a 
vast array of muffins and cakes along 
with coffees and hot chocolate all en-
abled shoppers to be well fed and as 
always there was an attractive range 
of stalls laden with goods ready to 
tempt the browsers.

And is a mid-week market the 
kind of experiment that is likely 

to be repeated? That’s a really tricky 
question because, though turnout 
numbers were low,  much of that 
could be put down to the disappoint-
ing weather and the probability that 
people it town just want to get home 
at that time of the afternoon. Would 
attendance have been higher at a dif-
ferent venue, could our advertising 
have been more prominent, would 
a market on a Friday evening have 
proved more attractive? Lots of ques-
tions to ponder as we plan for the 
future. If you think you’ve got any of 
the answers please ring the G$ Office 
on 06 3770717 or email letstrade@
wise.net.nz 

G$ Pop-Up Shop

Di Sutherland of BAGMAN NZ 
at the limited time Pop Up Shop 

next to the ANZ in Queen St. 50% W$ 
accepted here for 2 weeks only from 
8th April. 

Email Catie or Rachel or call

027 511 9988
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Betty Hanlon painted our new “ATM “ booth

Up-Signing

Markets & Contact Info

Next market is Saturday 18 March: 
Senior Citizens’ Hall, Carterton.

Markets run 9.30am–12.30pm.
Stallholders set up one hour before 
opening. Stallholder enquiries to 
the WAIS office. Contact us in the 
way that best suits you with enqui-
ries, offers and wants:
06 377 0717 – messages checked
daily, Mon–Fri.

WAIS Office: 
Wairarapa Community Centre
41 Perry Street, Masterton 5810
06 377 0717 
 
WAIS Office Hours:
Mon - Fri 9.30am – 12.30pm 
WAIS Website:
www.wais.org.nz 

Co-ordinator:
Keith Sawyer
letstrade@wise.net.nz

Membership Support:
Catie-Lou Manson:
hungryhobbit@xtra.co.nz 
Text: 027 232 6011

Having recently joined WAIS in 
January this year, Betty Hanlon 

has been updating our signage with 
her artful skills and paints. The large 
and heavy market board donated to 
us by members Tony & Lesley Stott 
(who later moved to Otorahanga) 
has been revamped in bright colours 
with a blackboard centre and smart 
sign writing that draws ones at-
tention to it. With a couple of basic 
pencil sketches of the idea given to 
him, member Kurt Mende spent an 
hour turning some plywood cup-
board doors into a functional, fold-
up, booth for our markets and other 
events where WAIS is featured. Then 
Betty took up her brushes and paints 
and designed our attractive ATM (Al-
ternative Trading Money) booth to 
promote the circulation of our WAIS 
vouchers. Many thanks and a big 
thumbs up go out to Betty and Kurt 
for their great work.

The April Market is this week-
end  in Carterton, at the Senior 

Citizens hall and sprawling out next 
door on Marjorie’s lawn. Be sure to 
come on down and get some WAIS 
shopping done. Lots on offer as 
always, vegetables and fruit, plants, 
seeds and seedlings, lots of quality 
clothing on racks, handbags and wal-
lets, jewellery, knitwear, accessories,  
linens, woodwork, candles, soaps 
and crafts etc…  Bring your friends 
and family, invite your neighbours, 
workmates and team-mates. Remem-
ber to bring your appetite along with 
your recycle bags, as Sue n Paul will 
have the bar-b-que sizzling sausages 
and bacon buttys, Rachel will have 
the coffee machine cranking out cap-
puccinos and hot chocolates, Shanti 
will have her ever popular authentic 
curry puffs and pastry treats, and 
various other tasty baking items will 
be on offer, that’s sure to satisfy any 
rumbling tummies on the day, as 
well stocking up your freezer and 
biscuit tins at home.  It’s a great time 
to catch up with your fellow greenies 
and meet some newbies. See YOU 
down there.

April Market



Green Dollars Gets International 
Recognition

(cont. from P1)
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Zero Hero 
(cont. from P1)

One of the original starting 
members from back in 1991, 

you would be hard-pressed to find 
any member past or present, who 
does not know Helen Dew. Helen 
has been actively involved from the 
beginning, and at one time having 
been coordinator. She is a regular 
stall-holder, and has been one of our 
guardians for the past few years. Her 
main focus is on Living Economies:  
promoting sustainable living prac-
tises like growing your own food 
and using alternative currencies and 
support systems such as Green $$, 
TimeBanks and community Savings 
Pools. As a stallholder, Helen offers 
organic seeds, plants and produce, 
composting advice, and a whole 
range of Living Economies litera-
ture. Helen does a lot of education 
work at groups, classes and events 
on healthy money and alternative 
currencies. She has been through 
zero an impressive 9 times in the last 
year! 

1 Sat 18 April, Senior Citizen’s Hall Carterton
2 Sat 30 May, St James Church, Masterton  (May Music n Market) 
3 Fri 12 June, AGM/Pot Luck/Basket market [5:00-9:00] 
 Community Centre Masterton
4 Sat 25 July, St John’s Hall Greytown 
5 Sat 29 August, St John’s Hall Greytown
6 Sat 26 September,  –  Carterton Events Centre (Spring)
7 Sat 31 Oct, YMCA Masterton Masterton
8 Sat 28 November,  –  St James Church Masterton (Zero Hero)
9 Sat 12 December, Carterton Events Centre

Market dates for 2015

Community

steadily growing successful Savings 
Pool groups in NZ which also oper-
ate in the Wairarapa and with whom 
we have strong links.  At the same 
time there will be lots of opportuni-
ties for her to find out how things 
are being done in other regions using 
other LETS systems. 
Catie-Lou has made her own ar-
rangements to fund this expedi-
tion, so Green Dollar members will 
reap the benefit of all this research 
at absolutely no cost. To make the 
most of the chance to find out more, 
Catie-Lou will be spending 2 weeks 
in total, staying in Surfers Paradise, 
Cairns, Malanda and Daintree, 
travelling with LETS travel services, 
staying with LETS accommodation 
providers, and using LETS goods and 
services wherever possible. She says 
it will be ‘LETS all the way’, giving 
her plenty to absorb in seeing other 
groups in action. 
She says she is excited to be a part of 
such a prestigious event and is look-
ing forward to meeting the Australian 
LETS coordinators and members, 
some of whom she has communi-
cated with in the last couple of years, 
and South African CES founder Tim 
Jenkins. Also the workshops and 
brain-storming sessions are much 
anticipated.  
The rest of us are sure to be excited 
by her reports when she returns with 
all the experience and information 
she will have gathered, not to men-
tion a photograph or two !! Safe trav-
els, Catie-Lou, and bring back lots of 
memories for us all to share. 

2015/16 Annual 
Subscription 
Renewals Due
Annual subscriptions for the new 

financial year are now due. A 
big THANK YOU to the members 
who are now financially up-to-date 
once again.
To find out if your subs are due; Log 
onto CES and on your My Record 
page, on the left-hand side, just 
below your photo (if you have one) 
and above the Update Record button 
is where “Subs due: 1 April 2015” 
can be found. If it says “1 April 2016” 
then you are up-to-date! Otherwise 
contact our office for your status.
If you have yet to pay your $25 an-
nual subs please do so soon. NZ$ 
payments – in full or a percentage of 
the total – can be paid directly into 
our Westpac bank account No. 03-
0687-0321184-00.
Please contact the office if you wish 
to pay partly (or fully) in G$ and we 
will deduct the amount from your 
CES account.

Newsletter 
Advertisements 

for Members 

Our standard adverts are W$5 per 
insertion and are based on a busi-
ness card format. Please contact our 
office if you would like yours to 
be included. We can also provide a 
quote to design one for you.
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