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OUR MISSION: To facilitate the exchange of local goods and services amongst the Wairarapa Community, 
using a complementary mutual credit currency. Our aim is to strengthen local community and social climate.

Zero Heroes

(06) 377 0717 – messages checked 
daily, Mon–Fri. 

email us at letstrade@wise.net.nz

Text us on 0272326011
 
Skype message or chat to 
letstradewais.
 
‘Like’ our WAIS Trading page to
see the latest events & updates.

Drop in or write to us at 41 Perry 
St, Masterton.

Contact Us

Next Market Day

Hayden & Lyn McGrail Cont. page 8 

      Continued on Page 7

Green Dollars Making Music

May was New Zealand Music 
Month and Green Dollars got 

right into the swing of things by 
organising its market at the end of 

3 Guesses  live at St James Church

      Continued on Page 2

that month in such a way that some 
of our most talented musicians could 
play throughout the morning in the 
grounds of St James Church.
Stallholders were busy soon after 8:00 
am setting up trestles and setting out 
their wares while looking upwards 
to confirm a promising morning’s 
weather forecast.
Stefan Brown set the performance on 
the road with a selection of songs that 
showcased not only his writing tal-
ents but also his haunting voice. Next 
up was Kelby Courtney, singing and 
playing guitar for members, shop-
pers and also his immediate family 
members who were present. Filling 
the final slot Ljinon Manson fronted 
3Guesses who gave us an up-beat 
set to accompany us until the end of 
the morning’s business. Thanks and 
congratulations to all those who per-
formed and to Catie-Lou and Ljinon 
who did all the spade work to set up 
the performance.
Plenty of good local music then 
accompanied by pleasant weather 
meant stall holders could focus their 
efforts on displaying their products 
to best effect. Out front nearest the 

Green Dollars’ Aussie Adventure

Non-green dollar people might 
well say “Well what good is 

Green Dollars?  I can’t pay my rent, 

Catie-Lou Manson and her Cairns G$ host Mary 
Etting at Port Douglas lookout. 
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Co-ordinator Keith retires

At our recent AGM we ad-
opted the proposal to have 

all members set limits on their 
CES accounts. For several years 
we have been concerned about 
a few members who trade well 
outside their means. The idea 
was first proposed at our 2014 
AGM but opinions were evenly 
divided so this year the pro-
posal was modified and readily 
accepted. Rather than a “one 
size fits all” approach or an ad-
min heavy, customized version 
we adopted a “self managing” 
model.

Members set their own lim-
its based on what they feel 

is manageable. The credit and 
debit limits are the same. Basi-
cally each member decides on 
the limit they feel comfortable 
with, lets Admin know and 
Admin enters those values. The 
members then trades within 
those limits. If the member 
wants to change their limit they 
just need to notify Admin.

It will be a gradual process to 
get all members to set their 

limits but you can speed this 
process by contacting Admin 
directly and notifying us of 
your chosen limits. You can 
simply email your details and 
your selected limit to: wais@
community-exchange.org or 
contact our office.

Debit and credit limits are 
not new to our exchange 

- as they were in place before 
we joined CES in 2006 – but 
because CES did not have the 
functionality at the time we 
had to remove the limits. CES 
has since added this feature 
and unlike our previous da-
tabase limits are enforceable 
and trades taking a members 
account past their limit will be 
processed.

Members are advised to 
consider their limits and 

their trading carefully so they 
are able to work comfortably 
between the limits. The system 
will display warnings and if a 

Green Dollars making music
(cont. from P1)

Credit and Debit Limits on 
CES Accounts introduced

road  Hayden and Lyn had their at-
tractive range of plants and shrubs as 
well as a selection of onions, walnuts 
and spices while just across the drive 
Jenny and Remco under their blue-
topped gazebo were setting up all the 
best from Elwin Farm Organics. There 
were plenty of preserves on a variety 
of stalls, knitwear and scarves to help 
you get ready for winter and jewelery 
to suit any special occasion. Let’s not 
forget the array of greetings cards, the 
DVD’s, the bouquets of flowers and 
the array of baking just waiting to be 
taken away or eaten on the spot as an 
accompaniment to Rachel’s raft of hot  
drink choices while Lyn Laver was 
offering pumpkin soup to go with 
her bacon butties or sausage in bread. 
All in all among the couple of dozen 
stalls there was more than enough to 
appeal to a wide range of shoppers 
and stomachs and some stall holders 
would have enjoyed a particularly 
profitable morning. Others however 
would have wondered where the ex-
pected extra shoppers were - driving 
past at the start of the long week-
end but not stopping in sufficient 
numbers to keep everyone busy and 
happy at the same time.

After ten years in the key role of 
our Exchange, Keith Sawyer, has 

decided to resign as our part-time 
paid Co-ordinator. Keith has been the 
public face and, to many members, 
their guide too. 
Apart from the occasional OE Keith 
has served continuously for over a 
decade ensuring the day-to-day busi-
ness of our organisation runs smooth-
ly. In that time he has attended most 
of our meetings and markets plus 
single-handedly raised most of our 
grant income. He has regularly con-
tributed articles to local papers and to 
our own newsletter.
Although not a member when first 
appointed as co-ordinator, Keith soon 
joined and got into the swing of trad-
ing. Keith became and continues to be 
our tenant representative on the Wair-
arapa Community Centre Board. He 
will also continue as a WAIS member 
and after his forthcoming holiday to 
the UK, to meet his latest grandchild, 
will serve a slot on the roster for our 
new crew of office minders.
See you Keith and a big THANK 
YOU from all of us!

Keith Sawyer
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Markets & Contact Info

Next market is Saturday 25 July at 
St John’s Hall,  Greytown.  

Markets run 9.30am–12.30pm.
Stallholders set up one hour before 
opening. Stallholder enquiries to 
the WAIS office. Contact us in the 
way that best suits you with enqui-
ries, offers and wants:
06 377 0717 – messages checked
daily, Mon–Fri.
WAIS Office: 
Wairarapa Community Centre
41 Perry Street, Masterton 5810
06 377 0717 
WAIS Office Hours:
Mon - Fri 9.30am – 12.30pm 
WAIS Website:
www.wais.org.nz 
Membership Support:
Catie-Lou Manson:
hungryhobbit@xtra.co.nz 
Text: 027 232 6011

Newsletter 
Advertisements 

for Members 

Our standard adverts are W$5 per 
insertion and are based on a busi-
ness card format. Please contact our 
office if you would like yours to 
be included. We can also provide a 
quote to design one for you.

transaction won’t go through 
members are advised to take 
action so the trade can be hon-
oured in some other way or at 
a later date. Maintaining good 
communication and trading rela-
tionships is very important.

This new addition to our 
members agreement replaces 

the old #3 which was combined 
into #2. Other changes are in 
article #11 which was reworded 
to state when a member “leaves 
the exchange”… “Annual sub-
scriptions are still due until 
the members a/c is zeroed and 
closed”. Finally #12 has had the 
option of paying subscriptions 
in W$ removed. Copies of the 
new “Membership Agreement 
2015” are on our websites.

Credit and Debit Limits on 
CES Accounts introduced

FAQ’s for the IRD 

From time to time members ask 
us about taxation issues as they 

relate to IRD. Here’s one that came 
up recently followed by the IRD 
response and a point of contact for 
other queries.

Question
Let’s say I started a business using 
Green Dollars – purchased mate-
rials and equipment to produce 
something and in doing so decided 
to become GST registered. When 
I filled in my first return I found 
I had G$400.00 in GST refund. 
Would this be honoured by IRD 
in NZ dollars?  In the same con-
text as the business proposition of 
that question, would IRD require 
a $NZ tax payment on any G$ tax 
payment on any G$ earnings even 
if the IRD wouldn’t make a GST 
refund?

Answer
The answer is yes. If a customer 
is registered for GST and their 
return has resulted in a refund, the 
amount due would be refunded in 
NZ dollars. Where the customer’s 
GST return results in an amount 
to pay, the expectation is that the 
customer will make payment of the 
due amount in NZ$. Refer to Page 
32 of our GST Guide under Other 
Adjustment – Barters by clicking on 
the following link: Barters...

Any other questions can be di-
rected to the IRD Call Centre. Their 
contact details can be found by 
clicking on the following link: Con-
tact Centre and selecting the option 
Phone.

Email Catie or Rachel or call

027 511 9988
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Winter Wonderland 
Market Day

Ruth Clunie Resigns Wairarapa Green Dollars Exchange Inc

There’s a good chance to expect 
wintry weather at our market on 

Saturday 25th July at the St John’s 
Hall, Greytown, as after all it is 
winter and one should expect and 
prepare for the inevitable. 
That should not deter us from have a 
good time with our fellow members 
and the big spenders of Greytown.
The market will run from the usual 
start time of 9.30am until 12.30pm 
with set-up from about 8.30am. Stall 
holders may be able to stay after the 
scheduled finish but we can’t confirm 
this at this stage. Stallholders please 
contact our office to book and bring 
your own table(s) if you can. Lim-
ited space inside so ALL stallholders 
need to be fair about the space they 
occupy. 
Remember all are welcome so please 
invite or bring your family and 
friends. 

Our great little club has been go-
ing since 1990. We have weath-

ered the highs and lows of changing 
times and an ever changing member-
ship. It is great to be able to report 
to you on how our journey is going 
once again and thank all those who 
have helped us along the way.

We have all been truly tested this 
year. Beginning with several dis-
ruptive committee meetings until 
two members, elected at last year’s 
AGM, were officially “expelled” from 
the committee. Besides frequently 
disrupting proceedings, one of their 
proposals was to redirect our grant 
monies, from it’s intended purposes 
of staff wages, and on to employing 
members (such as themselves). After 
that came the managing of several 
trading disputes involing the very 
same members who then subse-
quently resigned. This process has 
been time consuming and exhaust-
ing for all involved and all this while 
we also needed to maintain our core 
business. We tried every reasonable 
option to resolve the issues including 
engaging the services of an indepen-
dent mediator but to no avail. Hope-
fully the forth coming court hearings 
will finally end these matters. Throw 
in a visit from IRD and an in depth 
audit of our lottery grant from DIA, 
following a complaint (we suspect we 
know who from), the year has been 
very intense to say the least. Natu-
rally both Government departments 
were happy with our conduct.

While our market attendances 
continue to be a mixed bag, our 
overall trading has continued to 
break monthly records. AJ Hunter’s 
stunning market posters and newslet-
ters, plus our frequent email lists of 
offerings, wants and announcements, 
all help. We keep trying new ways 
to promote our Exchange and our 
activities but we always like to put 
priority on supporting our existing 
members rather than recruiting new.

We’re  sad to accept the resigna-
tion of long-term Carterton 

member, Ruth Clunie. She says she 
has really enjoyed her time but feels 
the time is right for her to leave us. 
Ruth has been a very successful stall-
holder at many of our markets with 
her quality and well presented goods 
being highly sought after. Ruth has 
served both as a committee member 
and as a guardian over the years. 
Her honesty, generosity and wisdom 
have been appreciated and the dona-
tion of her credit balance to our Sun-
shine account is yet another example 
of this. All the very best Ruth.

I wish to thank our loyal Committee, 
Guardians, and staff for their com-
mitment to the organisation, espe-
cially this year. Our staff, Catie-Lou 
and Keith, continued to do a sterling 
job with our day-to-day operations. 
We are looking forward to hearing 
more from Catie-Lou’s attendance 
at the CES Conference in Australia. 
However we are not so much looking 
forward to Keith’s retirement next 
month. For ten years Keith has co-
ordinated our Exchange in a multi-
tude of ways including our markets, 
promotion and, most importantly, 
our grants. On your behalf I wish to 
formally and sincerely thank Keith 
for his exceptional contribution and 
wish him all the very best.

Now we need to work on new ways 
to divvy up our tasks and responsi-
bilities. At tonight’s AGM I’d like to 
see hands go up to take on the roles 
we need filled in order to thrive. 
Many hands make light work. If we 
can share the various tasks out to 
a larger team we will be in a better 
position to grow and prosper. We are 
looking forward to major improve-
ments to our already wonderful 
CES software in the coming years. 
However our greatest challenge will 
be adapting to receiving less grant 
money while maintaining and im-
proving all our services.

I take no satisfaction from the de-
mise of most other LETS groups in 
New Zealand but I do take pride in 
our continued success. However our 
future success is not guaranteed. We 
need to keep vigilant and on top of 
our game. Our mandate is finding 
the right balance between using ap-
propriate modern technology while 
maintaining our traditional commu-
nity values of tolerance, honesty, fair-
ness and trust. I am looking forward 
to continuing this journey with you.
Thank you all,

Hayden McGrail 

President’s Annual Report – June 2015

Ruth Clunie
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Calling for WAIS 
volunteers

Gift Box for David ParisThe Key Man behind your CES account… Tim Jenkin

Even without the retirement of 
our co-ordinator our Exchange 

needed to restructure its operation. 
The steady injection of grants over 
the years has given us a great boost to 
establish our exchange but as grants 
become harder to secure and our 
NZ$ income reduces we must adapt 
to survive and thrive. 
We are a very talented and highly 
skilled bunch. We have all the re-
sources within our ranks to run and 
grow our organisation. All we need 
is the will and the guidelines to do it. 
We do have W$ available to pay for 
some work but we should first get 
as much done for free. Many of us 
have already donated many hours of 
service to WAIS over the years but we 
believe there is still a large untapped 
workforce juts waiting to be asked.
It will take sometime to organise 
but if you are keen to help please 
let us know. We may not be able to 
make use of you straight away but be 
patient as this process will take care 
and time to adopt. We already have 
slots available for office minders. We 
need newsletter reporters, market co-
ordinators and webmasters.  We need 
members to help with marketing, 
document management, our men-
tor project and of course a volunteer 
manager. Your exchange needs you! 
Please volunteer if you can.

Thank-you to the kind members 
who donated items for the gift 

box to David Paris. Every year for 
many years now, David kindly does 
our audit for the financial year, for a 
small token payment. Keith recently 
delivered the gift box to David who 
was surprized and happy to receive 
it. Thanks David, we much appreci-
ate your efforts.

We look after our friends!

Some check it daily, others every 
couple of days yet others weekly 

or when the email updates come 
through, our online CES accounts 
are something we may easily take for 
granted as we log in to check the lat-
est listings in the directory or to add 
or remove offers and wants as the 
need may be or put in some recom-
mendations. Before CES, record-
keeping for trades and offerings and 
wants was a long paper generating 
process that took up a lot of admin 
time and even longer to receive it in 
the post. There was no 24/7 online 
directory for instant access to what’s 
available, no text phones for quick 
messages, no emails for enquiries and 
no instant messaging facebook . Even 
when businesses first started using 
them, personal computers were so 
uncommon that the majority of regu-
lar people wouldn’t have known how 
to turn one on much less how to use 
it. So the process of entering sales for 
traders were always up to admins in 
the various LETS orgs to do. Obtain-
ing a statement balance was a once 
monthly occurrence and could be 
often out of date by the time you re-
ceived it at the end of the month with 
your newsletter. Alternative trading 
systems have come a long way since 
those days, in no small way through 
the vision, dedication, efforts and 
achievements of Tim Jenkin, the is 
programmer & designer of the CES 
software that we use to process our 
WAIS trades. 

Before developing the CES pro-
gramme that opened the way 

for like-minded people worldwide 
to improve their lifestyle by trading 
goods & services without using their 
federal dollars, Tim had constantly 
put his own life in the path of dan-
ger discreetly standing up against 
the former apartheid government of 
South Africa. There’s a saying that 

goes “If you think you’re too small 
to make a difference, then try sleep-
ing in a room with a mosquito.” Tim 
is that mosquito!  While he might 
look like your average bookworm, 
behind his calm, studious exterior 
and beneath his quietly spoken man-
ner is a very courageous and clever 
man who survived real life mission 
impossible situations and helped 
countless people in his quest against 
both poverty and racism in his own 
country and beyond it. National 
Geographic filmed the documentary 
“Escape from Pretoria” (find it on our 
WAIS Trading Facebook page) cover-
ing this very famous escape from 
the High Security prison back in the 
late 70s. This peace-loving man was 
sentenced to 12 years jail as a terrorist 
and his comrade 8 years, for trying 
to peacefully empower the non-
white races in their country through 
education, wanting to bring an end 
to the hostile and intolerable attitude 
& environment coloured races had 
to endure in daily life there. Tim and 
two comrades left the prison 10 and 
a half years before his sentence was 
up and they did so in the same quiet 
and orderly manner that Tim does 
everything. To tell you how would 
be spoiling the plot for those who 
haven’t seen the documentary but it’s 
well worth your viewing time and 
it will keep you on the edge of your 
seat. . After escaping and living in 
exile in London for 12 years, Tim re-
turned to his home country appalled 
at the poverty and lack of resources 
available to the poor. Realizing that 
everybody to some degree is ‘talent 
rich’ he adopted Michael Lintons 
L.E.T.S. to his country and eventually 
created the online Ces program to 
make recording trading transactions 
a simple and paperless process.  The 
success of the system grew and then 
spread to other countries as more and 
more people valued exchange trading 
systems and their relationships as the 
perfect solution to fill the leaks in the 
federal money system. Now some 
some 800 groups in 40 countries are 
using Ces to record trades. Whether 
it’s the majority of local based trading 
being done or the less regular ‘re-
mote’ trades between other groups or 
countries, Tim is the global super-
admin man  behind it all.  

Tim Jenkin
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1 Sat 25 July - St John’s Hall Greytown 
2 Sat 29 August - St John’s Hall Greytown
3 Sat 26 September  –  Senior Citizens’ Hall, Carterton  (Spring)
4 Sat 31 Oct - YMCA Masterton Masterton
5 Sat 28 November  –  St James Church Masterton (Zero Hero)
6 Sat 12 December - Carterton Events Centre
7 Sat 16 January,2016  - Senior Citizens’ Hall, Carterton

Market dates for 2015 - 16

then read his (umpteenth) President’s 
report which went down well except 
for the announcement of Keith Saw-
yer’s retirement. NZ$ and W$ Trea-
surers, Lyn Tankersley and Kelby 
Courtney respectively, presented our 
financial positions. Emphasis was 
made on managing our future with 
lower grant incomes. Gill Lundie 
presented a Guardians report which 
highlighted the disruption still being 
caused by two ex-members with 
unethical trading practices and poor 
meeting etiquette.

There were few election surprises 
with all standing Executives, Guard-
ians and the Auditor returned. Mar-
jorie Healey was elected to the new 
position of Membership Secretary 
and she was joined on the committee 
by Mary & Roger Stenton, Annel-
eise Hall, Kim McGuckin and Kelby 
Courtney. There was an unsuccess-
ful motion to raise our subscriptions 

so they remain at $25 however from 
next year these can only be paid with 
NZ$. It was also moved to expect a 
koha from each market stallholder. A 
box on our admin table will be avail-
able to receive these donations.

The most serious part of the eve-
ning was next and revolved around 
changes to our membership agree-
ment. After much mature discussion 
the proposals were all adopted with 
some amendments. From the most se-
rious activity to the most fun was our 
traditional mystery auction. Hayden 
& Roger shared the auctioneering 
duties. Some of deceptively wrapped 
packages generated far more bids 
than they deserved but most bidders 
were happy with the return on their 
“investments”. The auction raised a 
record of nearly $W500 for our Ad-
min coffers.

Long may our AGMs be  such fun!.

Full House - the AGM  was well attended.

Fun at the 2015 AGM

There’s something about our 
AGMs that makes them special. 

We appear to have a winning for-
mula by combining a shared/pot-luck 
meal on a Friday evening with a mini 
“basket market”, our Annual General 
Meeting followed by a crazy mystery 
auction. It worked again on June 12th 
in the most suitable meeting room of 
our Wairarapa Community Centre.

From around 5.30pm until well 
after 7pm members arrived with a 

variety of tasty meals, quality goods 
to sell plus carefully (and cleverly) 
wrapped donated mystery items. 
It was great to witness the kitchen 
volunteers efficiently reheat and set 
out the dishes and the camaraderie of 
the diners as they ate and enjoyed this 
valuable social time.

After an equally efficient clean-up 
the room spontaneously hushed as 
the serious business of the evening 
began. The large attendance (35) and 
the apologies (15) were recorded then 
our 2014 minutes approved. Hayden 
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phone, tax or power with it, so how 
does it help me?” It’s true you can’t 
pay your phone or tax with it….yet 
anyway.  We do have some Green $ 
landlords who accept a percentage 
of their rent in G$, and in Britain a 
power company has recently joined 
the ‘Bristol Pound’ local currency 
and accepts it for payment. Maybe a 
NZ power company might be smart 
enough to see the benefits too and 
jump on board in the future. In the 
meantime, local currency traders 
in any country can show you how 
to stretch your household budget 
immensely when using G$ as much 
as possible for your week to week 
spending, before you part with your 
cold, hard cash elsewhere. While 
the majority of day to day trading is 
done in your own region, ‘remote’ 
trading with other groups or coun-
tries is a very valuable resource, espe-
cially when travelling for any reason 
or holidaying. Your local and interna-
tional fellow traders often go above 
and beyond the ‘fair and reasonable’ 
trading ethics of our system, and 
the local knowledge, goodwill and 
generosity shown to visiting traders 
is commonplace and a real pleasure 
to see and experience. 
I was so well looked after while 
recently visiting in Queensland and 
the Far North, stretching from Cairns 
to Malanda to The Daintree Rain-
forest and beyond. On Wednesday 

two days before the 2015 Australian 
LETS conference I was picked up at 
the Cairns airport by my lovely host 
Mary Ettling, a recent new member 
to LETS and taken to her central 
residence in the beautiful seaside 
town of Palm Cove, just 10 minutes 
from the airport. Marys’ immaculate 
modern house with a pagoda out 
front and swimming pool at the back, 
was complemented with gardens of 
native plants, flowers, bananas, limes, 
papaya and hydroponic vegetables. 
Her home was situated within a short 
walk to the Cairns Night Zoo one 
way, or turn right and a 5 minute 
walk down to the beachfront lined 
shopping centre, cafes, restaurants, 
beach and pier.  Marys’ hospital-
ity was 5 stars serving up her fresh 
tropical fruit and baked muffins with 
a mixed grill for breakfasts, prawns 
and fresh tasty dishes for lunches and 
tea. Despite her own busy schedule 
as a volunteer for the Cairns Botani-
cal Gardens, she showed me around 
local places of interest including Clif-
ton Village and beach, Kerrawa rain-
forest beach and restaurant, included 
me in a beach lunch with friends and 
we caught “Squaring The Wheel” a 
theatre circus comedy act performed 
by Jens Altheimer at the Centre 
of Contemporary Arts (COCA) in 
Cairns. Mary dropped me off on 
Friday to meet Steve, Jennis Krucks 
partner, and he gathered the rest of 

his LETS passengers for the journey. 
On the drive Steve shared a lot of 
local knowledge & history on the 
places we were passing through and 
took us to the Lake Barrine Teahouse 
Restaurant at the Crater Lakes Na-
tional Park to enjoy the view, nature 
walk, and a lovely afternoon tea on 
the waterfront restaurant. He also 
showed me the highly venomous Red 
Belly Black Snake slithering around 
on the grass at the lake waterfront, 
which was also the only snake this 
kiwi came close to in its natural envi-
ronment the whole trip. 
The conference was held at the 
Quinola Lakes Conference & Camp-
ing Centre  in Malanda, hosted by 
Tablelands LETS (whose G$ trading 
region encompasses some 453kms). 
Cosy cabins that sleep up to 6 people, 
were dotted around the lush green 
landscape, private lakes and water-
falls surrounding the Conference 
Centre in this peaceful environment. 
The conference theme of “Local 
Abundance” was aptly named and 
fully evident among the many vol-
unteers and G$ paid members who 
sprang into action from the generous 
proportioned kitchen to the stage, 
and every area in-between. The coor-
dination achievements of Bel, Katrin, 
and Jenni to make the conference a 
truly memorable event for the nation-
al and international visitors was top 
notch. The mammoth effort to orga-
nize so much including the on-going 
answering of questions and advising 
visitors in the months leading up to 
it, including flight deals, transport 
and accommodation options and lo-
cal places of interest for those think-
ing to stay beyond the conference,. 
Getting all the visiting delegates from 
various Cairns locations transported 
to Malanda was quite a task in itself.  
There was so much to be thankful 
for. All the wonderful kitchen staff 
including caterers Leeandra Nor-
man from “Love Lee Cooking” and 
Melitta Lewis from “That Retro Café” 
with her trusty cappachino machine. 
The abundant fresh tropical fruit 
and vegetables included in all the 
tasty snacks, meals and desserts, 
the sound system, entertainment 

      Continued on Page 8

The picturesque Palm Cove in Cairns
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including the well travelled Charlie 
McGees Formidable Vegetable Sound 
System performing funky original 
songs based on permaculture themes 
and Bels talented musician hubby to 
finish the late hours, the very tasty 
local Bent Road wines, the variety of 
workshops, all the various speakers 
and the trading market late Saturday 
afternoon.  Being a ‘weight-weary’ 
traveller with several flights, I took 
only small items for my sales table 
and was surprised to fill a trading 
sheet and a third of another. 
The conference was an encouraging 
event that left us all with new friends 
and motivation and ideas to consider 
or implement into our own exchang-
es. It was inspiring to be among so 
many people passionate about their 
exchange and committed to grow-
ing their organizations and expand-
ing the public understanding of our 
systems. Annette Lourdon, Tania 
Brookes, Frances De Jong, Karel 
Boele, Alison Bird, Ilona Hendri, Ma-
rina Bistrin, Charles Cheesman and 
Andrew Spannerburg to name but 
a few. Frances has local connections 
here having been the first policewom-
an here in Masterton from 1984-1986.  
She still has family in Gladstone and 
will be back in the region in the sum-
mer holidays. Originally from the 
greater Wellington region, Tania has 
since been nominated for a ‘Pride of 
Australia Medal’ in the Community 
Spirit category for her dedication to 
her LETS group, CENTs Tasmania.  
And having “CES Gold” among us in 
the form of special guest Tim Jenkin, 
the designer and programmer of our 
global Ces system was undoubtably 
one of the highlights for all present. 
It’s hard to fathom how this quietly 
spoken, humble man lived so much 
time in dangerous assignments and 
secret missions before his Ces de-
velopment. To say “Thanks” to Tim 
for all his years work on maintain-
ing Ces, an online crowd-funding 
campaign was started by Annette 
in Sydney to pay for his multiple 
flights. The fact the campaign raised 
more than its $3000 target, was proof 
the Local Exchange Trading System 

Zero Heroes 
(cont. from P1)

Our balanced traders this month 
need little introduction to most 

of our members, being part of the 
original founding crew from back 
in 1991. 

Hayden and Lyn became Zero 
Heroes after purchasing a much 
needed, reliable, registered and 
warranted 2nd hand car though our 
directory. The husband and wife 
team, our President and Treasurer 
have been an integral part of our 
exchange from the early days of 
mostly ‘potted plants and produce 
tables’ in members own backyards 
and with all trader transaction 
sheets being posted out in paper 
form. 

Hayden has been the unchallenged 
elected President for the last 10 (? ) 
years and worked tirelessly through 
that time keeping the exchange in 
running order and putting in untold 
hours of IT work with the exchange 
joining the CES online server in 
2005. 

Lyn took over the role of treasurer 
in 2011 when it became vacant with 
the passing of then treasurer Gle-
nyss Kurtz.  Hayden and Lyn’s  For-
est Home native plants are a regular 
and popular stall at our monthly 
markets.

members greatly appreciated Tims’ 
work. 

Monday morning was goodbyes to 
the locals after enjoying their out-
standing hospitality for 3 days. But 
through the kindness of more locals, 
Ilona offering her Daintree holiday 
home and Bel driving speakers Tim, 
Karel, Tania and I, along with new 
Brisbane LETS member Rachel, had a 
relaxing time in the Daintree Rainfor-
est. Accessible only by ‘ferry’ across 
the crocodile-filled, mighty Daintree 
River, it was a peaceful environment, 
with a great view and the perfect way 
for admins to unwind after the busy 
weekend of activities. Loaded up 
with tropical fruit and veges,  fresh 
bread from Leeandra, Bliss balls and 
other yummy sweet treats picked up 
from traders in Julatten on the way, 
we were once again generously sup-
plied from the local Green $ traders. 
On Tuesday Bel took us through 
Walu Wugirriga in the Daintree Na-
tional Park, Cow Bay and right up to 
Cape Tribulation. Back at the house 
that night Tim was on BBQ duty and 
with a blown light, sizzled with a 
torch-pen for light. It was tasty meal 
and my first ever feed cooked by an 
escaped prisoner! 
The next day while us ladies headed 
back, Katrin, Jenni & Steve were join-
ing Tim & Karel in the Daintree for 
before Tims’ back to back meetings 
and media interviews started. For 
me, it was back to the picturesque 
Palm Cove bathed in sunshine with 
24 degrees at breakfast-time. The last 
day before I flew out, Mary took us 
to Port Douglas for opening day of a 
month long arts festival. We had to 
try the famous Mockas crocodile pie 
and seen comedic cane toad racing. 
Sideshow stalls, food vendors, fire 
jugglers and street entertainers led 
up to a massive street parade and live 
bands following it. Great entertain-
ment all round, ending a fabulous 
journey. What can your Green $$ get 
you? Plenty! Start checking your local 
and international directory for what 
you want. If it’s not there, list it. If 
you don’t ask, you don’t get!
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